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When Jesse Graham unlocks the door to the deserted house she inherited from her Aunt Helen,

she doesnâ€™t realize sheâ€™s unlocking secrets that had lain dormant for years. Reeling from a

broken engagement to acclaimed musician Robert Cronmiller, Jesse wants to leave the city where

her name is linked to his in all the society pages. Her best friend Maggie, aka Sister Angelina,

convinces her to take a job at a private girls school in the pastoral Finger Lakes region of upstate

New York. Anticipating a quiet, revitalizing life in her auntâ€™s deserted house, Jesse is instead

thrown into a maze of danger. Questions about her auntâ€™s death lead Jesse to investigate

events surrounding it and the people involved, but she uncovers a web of deceit that reaches far

beyond the occurrences of over two decades earlier. Still dejected from her broken engagement,

Jesse finds it difficult to trust anyone, even her self-absorbed mother. Joe Riley is irresistible, but

secrets obstruct involvement with him until Jesse can solve the secrets of the Cavanaugh House.

Someone doesnâ€™t want those secrets unearthed and will stop at nothing, even murder, to keep

them hidden.
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The Cavanaugh House by Elizabeth Meyette is true to the genre, so if you want a cozy mystery with

a dash of paranormal (a ghost â€“ not a spoiler), the youâ€™ll enjoy listening to this novel. Jesse

Graham, devastated by a messy engagement breakup, retreats to a house left to her by her aunt.

With the help of her childhood friend, Maggie, a nun, she tries to start a new life. However, a

restless spirit, a possible suicide or murder, family secrets and several possible love interests keep

stirring the pot. Layer upon layer of secrets and lies combined with an attempt on Jesseâ€™s life

kept me listening. The story line is, of course, predictable, it follows what I think is an outlined genre

format and this is probably what most listeners expect. But there are enough twists and turns and

interesting characters to hold your interest. Some of the clichÃ© characters (the â€˜mean beyond

wordsâ€™ nun, for one) was a bit annoying, but their scenes were blessedly few.The setting, in the

Finger Lakes area of New York was interesting and pleasant and well defined. I did find the climax

of the mystery was unexpected, which was refreshing. Endings are often difficult and contrived, but

this one wasnâ€™t and for that I was grateful. All the ends were woven in and tidy, happy of course

The inserts of womenâ€™s lib and how men should address women seemed kind of added in and

seemed unnecessary, and at times I was embarrassed for the characterâ€™s trying to dance

around Jesseâ€™s demands for the proper â€˜termsâ€™ like â€˜womanâ€™ instead of the

exterminatorâ€™s â€˜little ladyâ€™. I know it was a different time, but insisting that every male in

town change their ways when so many other scary and serious events were going on just didnâ€™t

work for me.
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